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counties) and one of the rest of Ireland. Northern Ireland
accepted the arrangement, and thus was created the system which
has prevailed there down to the present day. Sir James Craig
(Lord Craigavon) became prime minister of Northern Ireland
and held the post till his death in 1940, by which time he had
become the 'senior* premier of the whole world. In June 1921
the King, in a speech at Belfast opening the new parliament,
spoke words of conciliation addressed to the rest of Ireland, and
they met with a welcome response. An armistice was arranged
and five leaders of the rebellion (De Valera not among them)
came to London to discuss peace terms with the British govern-
ment.

The Irish Free State. The result was the treaty of December
1921, establishing what many in Britain had recommended two
or three years before, an Irish Free State within the British
empire, enjoying the same powers as the Dominion of Canada.
The Irish negotiators accepted the result with reluctance, and
when they returned to Ireland De Valera repudiated the terms.

There followed in 1923 an Irish civil war, between the
'Treatyites' and the republicans, far more destructive of life
and property than the Anglo-Irish *semi-war' of 1919-21. But
the 'Treatyites* found a good leader in Cosgrave. De Valera
abandoned the struggle in 1924 and Cosgrave made an excellent
president^ loyal to his engagements towards Britain, for the nest
eight years. In 1932 he was defeated in a general election by
De Valera's party, and from that date onwards until the time of
writing (1941) De Valera has ruled Ireland, He pursued in
various ways what Lord Salisbury used to call a 'policy of
pin-pricks' towards Britain, and Britain replied with further con-
cessions. The most unwise of our concessions was the surrender,
in 1938, of our right, retained under the treaty of 1921, to the
use for naval purposes of certain harbours on the west coast
of Ireland. Had we retained these bases we should have
saved many of the ships sunk by German U-boats in the second
great war.

India. The opening of the first great war was greeted by
remarkably widespread expressions of loyalty for the Allied cause
in India. Not only the princes of the Indian states and the
warlike peoples whose young men traditionally seek service ia